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I do now. There are multiple examples of writers who have gone on and O
into their old age (especially with the easy garrulity of autobiography: most ;s

i ing

writers' lives can and should be summed up, not least by themselves, 1n 2 Sizf
talk
volume) . After my wife died in 2008, I found it natural and necessary to t
to myself as 1 moved about the house; but every so often I would sternly correc
myself: 'Shut up, you're boring me.' And if you're boring yourself, you sure aself

. 'S

hell would be boring others, probably for quite 2a while. Not that I gg_bore my |

when I write — it is omne of the times I feel most alive and original - but thereln

lies the trap

5
Naturally, it would be a mistake to announce that this will be my last book if

it turns out not to be. Fool ish, as well. n 1991 pub shed my sixth nov y
3 1 1 ’
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